Jarrold Duane Hillman
August 27, 1952 - December 7, 2025

Jarrold Duane Hillman, 73, a beloved husband, father, grandfather, son,
brother, principal and friend, passed away peacefully on December 7, 2025, in
the comfort of his own home surrounded by his family following a 4-year battle
with cancer. Born on August 27, 1952, in Hays, KS, Jarry’s life was a
testament of love, laughter, and service.

Jarry was taken to church with his family from an early age and began his
relationship with Christ as a young boy. He was a sports star in high school,
excelling as a state wrestler and star receiver for Hays High School. Jarry was
recruited to play college football at Emporia State University. Not only did he
excel as an athlete on both levels, but more importantly as a friend to
everyone. After a year at Emporia, he transferred to Fort Hays State
University where he obtained a degree in Elementary Education. This would
be the beginning of his lifetime of service.

During his childhood, Jarry was a member of the First Nazarene Church in
Hays. As a teen, Jarry was “volun-told” to sing in the church choir. It is in this
church that he met the love of his life, Jenny Hudson. It is still up for debate
who winked at who first. Jarry was in the choir loft and Jenny in the
congregation. They would marry in this church on May 25, 1974, to the music
“We’ve Only Just Begun”. To their union, they added two beautiful children,
Jennifer and Jason. Their marriage was at 51 years and going strong. If you
asked both, they would say the other was truly their best friend. Jarry would
tell anyone within earshot how amazing Jenny had cared for him in life,



especially recently. They lived their vows of sickness and health, along with
every other challenge, together. They were long time members of Cedar
Ridge Wesleyan Church.

Jarry was a man of many talents and passions. He was known for his ornery
spirit, funny jokes, “extra” loving attention, and endless energy for others. He
spent 30 years as a teacher and principal, shaping the lives of countless
students. His teaching began in 1974 in Sharon Springs, KS where he taught
6th grade, track, football and basketball. He would leave teaching for some
years to explore the family business of selling World Book Encyclopedias.
This is what brought him to Enid. He was a top salesman, it being in his blood.
Even with his success, his passion would lead him back to education. This
would give him more time at home with his family as well. In 1988, Jarry
obtained his Master of Special Education, and began teaching for Enid Public
Schools at Cherokee Park State School. He would begin the First Inclusion
Program for Special Education at Kremlin Public Schools. In 1992, Enid Public
Schools contacted him to develop and direct their Alternative School Program.
He was up for the challenge. Jarry quickly fell in love with the environment of
alternative education and was the principal until his retirement in June 2017.
His mission field was the school. He loved each and every student, and the
story they brought with them through the doors. He felt like God called him to
this place. His life motto was: “People don’t care how much you know, until
they know how much you care.”

Jarry’s love for woodworking and the great outdoors was apparent to all who
knew him. He as an avid bowhunter, fisherman, and loved shooting his guns.
His enthusiasm for deer hunting was infectious. Throughout his life, he
brought others to love the sport. He would frequently say he felt closest to
God in the woods or on a tree stand. He loved hunting with his son and son-
in-law, but his favorite hunting buddies were his four grandchildren. Jarry was
known to hide snacks in the ground blind or tree stand while waiting for the big
one.

Jarry is survived by his loving wife, Jenny; daughter Jennifer (Dennom)



Sullivan; son Jason (Alyssa) Hillman; Deeply missed by his four grandchildren
- whom he was known as “Papa” - Brock and Emma Sullivan, Sander and
Stran Hillman; Wonderful Mother Rosemary Hillman; Brother Larry (Terry)
Hillman; Sister Sherry (Steve) Crow; Brother-in-Law Craig Hudson; Sister-in-
Law Josephine Hudson; many nieces, nephews, extended family and a
community of amazing friends.

A celebration of Jarry’s life will be held at 10:00am on December 13, 2025, at
Cedar Ridge Wesleyan Church. In honor of his love for people and the
outdoors, the family has requested, in lieu of flowers, that donations be made
to the “Fish Fisherman’s Club” at 112 North Jackson, Enid, OK 73701.

In honor of Jarry’s love of Kansas University and the Kansas City Chiefs feel
free to wear team colors to his Celebration of Life. ROCK CHALK JAYHAWK.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

DEC 13. 10:00 AM (CT)

Cedar Ridge Wesleyan Church
5101 W. Randolph Ave.
Enid, OK 73703



Tribute Wall

Jason M. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Jarrold Duane
Hillman.

Jason M. - December 12, 2025 at 06:29 PM

Sending lots of love. So many good memories. Diane Padfield

Diane Padfield - December 12, 2025 at 12:24 PM

Thinking of you during this time. | have many memories of Jarry
coming to Norton to hunt pheasants and deer. | will remember him
as a person you want to call your friend.

Jim and Bev Burns
Norton, Ks

James Burns - December 11, 2025 at 11:43 AM

Mr.Hillman was such an amazing principal. He didn't treat us like
‘bad'’ kids. He had empathy and compassion for us and believed in
us. He played a huge role in my life and I will forever be grateful for
him! Rest in the arms of Jesus Mr. Hillman!

Love,
Madeline Cummings

Class of 2005

Madeline Cummings - December 11, 2025 at 09:52 AM
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My deepest condolences to Mrs. Hillman, Jennifer, Jason, and the
rest of the Hillman family.

Mr. Hillman was a wonderful man, educator, friend, and neighbor.
He will be missed very much.

Thoughts, prayers, comfort, and BIG hugs to all of you.

Sheila Ewald - December 11, 2025 at 12:22 AM
Paul,Bob, Steve,Donnita, Charlene,Carolyn

purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Jarrold Duane Hillman.

Paul,Bob,Steve,Donnita,Charlene,Carolyn - December 10,
2025 at 09:35 PM

Mr. Hillman was instrumental in my son graduating high school.
(Many can say this) but my son didn’t go to Enid. He met Mr Hillman
while shooting competition bows. The impact he has was so much
more profound than you will ever know. Thank you for sharing him
with all of us may God bless your family during this time.

Charlene - December 09, 2025 at 07:30 PM
Love, Dawn and Phil Marshall planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in

honor of Jarrold Duane Hillman.

Love, Dawn and Phil Marshall - December 09, 2025 at 07:14 PM


https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Jarrold Duane Hillman.

December 09, 2025 at 07:14 PM

What a Godly man that has touched soooo many lives. | know that
at Lincoln Alternative school. He was not only an educator but such
a mentor and changed so many lives. The world needs more Jarry’s
He has entered the gates of Heaven and embraced by the huge
arms of the Lord. Well done Jarry great job. Thoughts, hugs and

prayers for Jenny and family. J, &

Violet Brinkley - December 09, 2025 at 05:20 PM

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the
family of Jarrold Duane Hillman.

December 09, 2025 at 05:11 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Jarrold Duane Hillman.

December 09, 2025 at 05:03 PM


https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Wade & Jana Walker Family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Jarrold Duane Hillman.

Wade & Jana Walker Family - December 09, 2025 at 05:03 PM
Thinking of you all!! Much love and prayers.

Terri Fischer

Terri Fischer - December 09, 2025 at 04:51 PM



