
Marilyn Kay Smith Shahan
November 25, 1940 - April 3, 2018

Tribute To Marilyn (Smith) Shahan 
 To everything there is a season, a time for every 

 matter under heaven; a time to be born, 
 and a time to die; a time to plant, 

 and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 a time to weep, and a time to laugh, 

 a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
 a time to keep, and a time to cast away. 

 -Ecclesiastes 
In the memory of Marilyn (Smith) Shahan, so that together we all may
acknowledge and share both our joy in the gift that her life was to us, and the
pain that her passing brings. In sharing the joy and the pain together, may we
lessen the pain and remember more clearly the joy. 

 Marilyn was 77 when she passed away peacefully on Tuesday, April 3rd, 2018
at her home in Gate Oklahoma. Marilyn was born on November 25, 1940 in
Enid to Mabon Smith & Clara Dobson Mahan. It’s hard to say goodbye. We all
wish that we had more time, and perhaps that during the time we all had we
had spent more of it together. We all wish that so much of her life had not
been lost to her illness, that things could have been different for her, and for
us. While we all know that she is at peace and that her struggles are at an
end, there is pain and sadness. But even though she is gone, she has left the
legacy of her love and perseverance. The ways she touched our lives will



remain, and we all keep those memories alive by sharing them with one
another. 

 The most important things in Marilyn’s life was family, her animals, gardening
and expressing it all through her art. She was indeed a special person. It
takes patience, perseverance and a love for living things to raise and care for
animals, grow a garden or a beautiful flower. It is all tedious and hard work,
but there is something that she and people like her know and experience that
others sometimes do not. There is a beauty and a satisfaction in seeing the
result of our labor grow and come to fruition. There is a peacefulness that can
come over us as we care for family, our animals, flowers and plants in a
garden. In nurturing living things and helping to bring beauty and peace to the
world through her art, Marilyn and people like her make a difference in the
world and make their lives and the lives of those who see and experience the
fruits of their labor richer and fuller. For Marilyn maybe caring for animals,
working in the garden and her art was a way to be the careful loving &
nurturing person that she didn’t really get the chance to be or express to
others in these last years of her life. 

 Here is a poem by Helen Steiner Rice entitled ‘Spring Garden’ 
So when I looked at those flowers, 

 I was looking at God 
 For they bloomed in His sun 

 and grew in His sod 
 And each lovely flower 

 was a “voice from above” 
 That whispered a message 

 of Kindness and Love 
 For I feel in my heart, 
 and I know you do, too, 

 That God speaks to us all 
 through the kind things we do 

 And when I looked at those flowers 



I couldn’t help but feel 
 That they brought heaven nearer 

 and made God so real. 
 Marilyn is survived by two sons Brett Watson & Darren (Brenda) Watson,

three brothers Gary (Deanna) Smith Tx, Ronnie Smith Ok, Doug Smith Ok;
and four sisters, Judy (Bob)Lewis Tx, Susan (Mike) Morykon Va, Gail Litton
Ok & Janie (Charlie) Carpenter Ok, 3 grandchildren Joey (Sarah) Watson,
Tina Watson & Brandon Watson, one great granddaughter Taylor Watson, as
well as other relatives and friends. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, Tom, son John-O Brisbois,
parents, sister Carol Bond. 

 Her family, animals, gardening and art, was the most important things to
Marilyn. This is where she drew her strength and left her legacy. Her art was
what Marilyn enjoyed most of all. Her life had many obstacles, and she
struggled for 15 years with a devastating illness. Yet through it all, her love of
family and caring for her animals remained her focus, and in so many, many
ways, she was able to show that love to us. This perseverance through
adversity is a powerful lesson for us, and believe it is her legacy. What a
wonderful lesson she gave us. Keep your priorities straight. Keep that which is
most important in focus. Love and care for your family. Let them know in all
the ways you can show them that you love them. Don’t let adversities or
setbacks or any of the distractions of the world keep you from this most
important aspect of life. 

 How many people in this world have it so much easier than Marilyn did. How
many never had to face half the trouble she faced, and yet lose sight so easily
of what is truly important. Many of us get distracted by insignificant things in
life, many of us brood and focus on our little problems, forgetting that which is
most important. 

 But through everything Marilyn went through, she managed to keep her
priorities straight. What can be more important than loving and showing your



love for your family, and animals? How can some of us who are blessed with
so much forget to be thankful to God, while amazingly somehow Marilyn kept
her faith through all of her trials. 

 This is a wonderful legacy. This is a wonderful example to follow. Keep
focused on what is truly important, not only when your life is easy, but when it
is difficult too. 

 Knowing how much her home, family, animals and art meant to her, it was
such a special blessing that through the help of John & Cathy Edwards, Hein’s
Family, and sister Susan that she was able to remain at home with all the
things dear to her where she passed away, as well in her final weeks spend
time with her sons, brothers, sisters, and family. Her love of life, family,
animals and art she shared with all of us will live on and be with us even now
that she has gone to be with God. 

 The Twenty-Third Psalm 
 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
 He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

 He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the 
 paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 
 Yea, though I walk through the valley of 

 the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
 for thou art with me; Thy rod and 

 thy staff they comfort me. 
 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 

 of mine enemies: thou anointest my head 
 with oil; my cup runneth over. 

 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days of my life: and I will 

 dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 Memorials may be made through the funeral home to Hospice Chaplin Janet

of Woodward.





Cemetery Details

Enid Cemetery

East Willow
Enid, OK 73701

Previous Events

Celebration of Life

APR 7. 10:00 AM (CT)

Anderson-Burris Funeral Home Chapel
3002 N. Van Buren
Enid, OK 73703
http://www.andersonburris.com
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Gloria Brisbois Boyle - April 06, 2018 at 09:41 PM

To Marilyn’s family so very sorry for your loss. Marilyn was married
to our brother John and they had a son ,Jono. After their divorce I
kept in touch with her and always still considered her my sister-in-
law, she was an incredible lady and Mom and friend. I loved
listening to her talk about her love for animals and how she took
care of the horses especially seeing they had blankets on them in
the winter when the weather was bad. She talked about her art work
and I had not realized she was an incredible artist. Her works were
a reflection of her, very detailed and love of horses. My dear friend
Marilyn you now will be with your son Jono and all those that were
so important in your life on earth. May you Rest In Peace and God
be with you. Love Gloria Brisbois Boyle

April 06, 2018 at 03:12 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Marilyn Kay Smith Shahan.

https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Catina Duvall - April 06, 2018 at 12:42 PM

Marilyn was such a dear friend. We had many special times
together and visits at the post office. She will be greatly missed but
welcomed home by her Lord and Savior!

Darren Watson - April 06, 2018 at 12:15 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Darren Watson - April 06, 2018 at 12:08 PM

16 files added to the album Mom
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Brett, Darren & Brenda Watson - April 06, 2018 at 10:13 AM

Brett, Darren & Brenda Watson purchased the Be
autiful Heart Bouquet for the family of Marilyn
Kay Smith Shahan.

Darren Watson - April 06, 2018 at 09:47 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

John & Cathy Edwards - April 06, 2018 at 09:33 AM

John & Cathy Edwards purchased the Treasured
Lilies Spray for the family of Marilyn Kay Smith
Shahan.

Cathy Edwards - April 06, 2018 at 09:01 AM

1 file added to the album Happy Days

https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.andersonburris.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Richard - April 05, 2018 at 07:52 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Christine Brisbois Riley - April 05, 2018 at 03:57 PM

So sorry to hear about Marilyn's passing. Prayers and thoughts for
Marilyn and her family. May she RIP and now be close to Jono.

Teresa Kuntz - April 05, 2018 at 02:29 PM

Rest In Peace my dear, dear friend. I am going to miss our talks and
shared interest in Irish Wolfhounds. There will never be another like
you. :-(

SR
Sam Rodriguez - April 05, 2018 at 02:45 PM

The one time I met her she left a life time memory. She will definitely be
missed.

SB

Sally Matteson Bruce - April 05, 2018 at 09:02 PM

So sorry to hear that Marilyn haps assed away. I have so many
memories of her and her family. May God Bless Brett, Darren and the
rest of her family.
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Teresa Kuntz - April 05, 2018 at 01:33 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name


